Regular Board Mtg.

10 January 2008


VILLAGE OF NORTH PRAIRIE

REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD MEETING

10 JANUARY 2008

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  Roll was taken with the following present:

Pres. Whitmore     Trustees:  D. Hall, L. Iding, G. Nickerson, D. Samuels, M. Schreiber,

                                               D. Stellpflug

Minutes from the meeting of 12-13-07 were approved on motion from Nickerson, sec. by Iding and carried.

Motion to open the meeting to citizens present was made by Whitmore, sec. by Nickerson and carried:

Doreen Salter:  reported the train crossing lights on Main Street were sounding, no train in sight, who should be called when this happens?  

Joan Smart announced the North Prairie Fire Dept. Auxiliary is sponsoring a blood drive at the Village Hall on Wednesday, January 16, 2008 from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Under regular business, changes to the Recycling Compliance Assurance Plan were addressed insofaras multi-family apartments per Samuels after addressing the matter with the deputy clerk.  Motion to approve the Plan was made by Samuels, sec. by Iding.  Discussion:  Whitmore asked if there was an up-dated recycling ordinance?  Clerk stated it is being ‘worked on’ by the deputy clerk; Samuels asked if the ordinance could be over-seen by committee.  Motion carried.  

Board reviewed proposed 2008 fees for ambulance services prepared by Whitmore.  The schedule indicated cost versus type of aid provided per resident and non-resident. He explained he arrived at the figures by factoring in yearly operating costs ($114,822) divided by the number of calls (208) which resulted in a per run base cost of $552.00. These figures were prepared by Chief Gray.  Samuels had an issue with the costs based on the fact we tax our residents for this service and now add another fee for it; similar comments from Hall as to why charge for this service and not for others that citizens already pay for. Whitmore explained we have held the rate the same for several years but have not increased the fee to match the increase in fire department costs.  After further discussion, Whitmore made a motion to accept the fees, sec. by Schreiber-Discussion:  more comments from Samuels and Hall objecting to the increase resulted in a call for the question-all opposed, motion failed.  Samuels then made a motion that the ambulance service fees for 2008 stay as they are at this time, sec. by Nickerson.  Discussion:  Samuels suggested reviewing the fees at budget time for further discussion-motion carried.

Whitmore checked with the Town of Ottawa regarding paragraph 1.F of the contract for snow and ice control which states the Village shall be responsible for any damage the 

Village may cause to mail boxes on Town roads.  It is Ottawa’s policy to replace them  but Town Chairman Dick Arrowood said it has never been used.  The Village has a policy that we do not reimburse, compensate or in any manner assume liability for private roadside mailboxes damaged or knocked down during normal snowplowing functions by village employees.  A copy of this policy will be provided to the Town and make changes to the contract next year.

An item was omitted from the future capital expenses list discussed at last month’s meeting, which is to replace the ambulance in the year 2013.  Motion to add that to the list was made by Whitmore, sec. by Nickerson and carried.

A sample of an ordinance to control residency restrictions for sexual offenders was reviewed.  Some questions regarding the distance a sexual offender can establish permanent or temporary residency.  In this sample ordinance it was 750 feet of any private or public school, recreational trail, playground or park where children regularly gather; Whitmore inserted 1,000 feet. Other comments resulted in advising Whitmore to contact the League of Wisconsin Municipalities and request copies of ordinances that have been passed and adopted by other communities for comparison and content.

Proposed amendments to Ordinance #1-99 which specifies how to abate public nuisances, such as general maintenance of properties, litter, outdoor vehicle storage, etc., was distributed.  The proposed changes give more authority to the building inspection department to provide the property owner with written notification of the nature of the violation.  Whitmore will rewrite #1-99 incorporating these amendments and will place this on the agenda for next month.  Samuels suggested the Plan Commission be provided a copy for their in-put and Whitmore agreed.  

Samuels reported the Ad-Hoc Committee has come up with a draft of forms relating to  fee structures which will be provided to the building inspector and clerk for review as they are the personnel who will be dealing with them; at some point, they will be provided to the Plan Commission also.  The Ad-Hoc Committee will meet on January 21st for review of any in-put received from the building inspector and clerk.  The committee is also planning a joint meeting with the Plan Commission and Village Board on this subject.

Ordinance #7-96 to charge back engineering, attorney and other fees to landowners is being reviewed in order to give the party being billed some advance notice as to what the bill is for and be given an opportunity to discuss the matter.  The Finance Committee met earlier to address this subject prior to review of bills for payment.  This committee will meet on January 28th at 6:00 P.M. to review the ordinance, make some changes, revisions and bring back to the Board next month. 

Schreiber reported the Finance Committee will also review the use of professional services for village business.  Compile a list of who we retain now; will contact the League of Wisconsin Municipalities to determine who also provides these services.  They will send out a letter to any replies they get to compare charges/costs for services we have now.  

Bldg. Inspector’s report for December was filed for the record.

Under the Clerk’s report, an application to install new gas service at 209 Eagles Cove Circle was approved on motion from Whitmore, sec. by Nickerson and carried.

Clerk received two (2) applications for bartender’s licenses; background checks indicated no problems and both have attended the beverage server course.  Motion to issue licenses to Kori Gilbert and Susan Haze was made by Samuels, sec. by Schreiber and carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

POLICE:  Filed for the record; the department received word that former Captain Gordon Jaworski’s wife passed away on January 7, 2008.

FIRE:  Report included a record number of calls for 2007 – 322; previous high was 292 in 2006.  Chief Gray gave a breakdown of costs for ambulance runs, including fuel, personnel costs, day time, training, etc.

MUNICIPAL COURT:  Iding will hold a meeting with all joint court personnel on February 13th at 6:30 P.M. 

STREETS:  Report from DPW:  a total of 12 separate snowfalls; salt usage approx. $1,500; truck repairs cost $2,350.

PARKS:  No report.  On another matter, Samuels reported the Community Development Block Grant Board, at a meeting held on January 9, 2008, reversed their decision to eliminate the Grant allocation, totaling $2,359, and extend the sidewalk construction project for Broadlands Park, until June 1, 2008.

COMMUNITY CENTER:  Hall reported all carpets and chairs have been cleaned.  The committee will schedule a meeting to discuss up-dates and improvements to the large room used for rentals, etc.

INSURANCE/CABLE TV:   No report.

SANITATION/RECYCLING:  Stellpflug reported the large number of dumpsters in Prairie Village Park have been delivered to businesses in the Industrial Park; this was a drop-off site until they could be re-located.

LICENSING/FEE SCHEDULE:  No report.

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Hall will check into downloading pdf files on the website which is more user friendly and Adobe is free.  Will be meeting with a gentleman from Lake Area PC to work on computer networking and web hosting.  Also, the committee will be doing more to get the word out on the Civic Pride Award.  Advertise it more; make changes to the current form for nominating a recipient.

VILLAGE PRESIDENT:  No report.

Motion was made by Whitmore, sec. by Iding, to re-open the meeting to citizens present:

Doreen Salter stated their garbage bin has a broken top, called John’s Disposal for a

replacement and has not received it after more phone calls.  Stellpflug will contact them and follow up.

The Finance Committee is asking for any maintenance records for any village vehicles be given to the committee to compare the books to determine if the bills and repairs being done are on the maintenance records.

At their meeting to review the bills for payment, motion was made by Schreiber, sec. by Whitmore, to pay same with the exception of the bill from EMC Insurance Companies, which requires the signature of Iding.  Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn, at 9:12 P.M. was made by Whitmore, sec. by Nickerson and carried.

                                                                     Respectfully Submitted,

                                                                    Judith Beranek, Clerk

