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VILLAGE OF NORTH PRAIRIE

REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD MEETING

12 APRIL 2007

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  Roll was taken with the following present:


Pres. Whitmore   Trustees:  Edler, Iding, Samuels, Schreiber
                            Absent   :  Nickerson, San Miguel
Minutes from the meeting of 3-8-07 were approved on motion from Edler, sec. by Schreiber and carried.  

Whitmore expressed his thanks to those who filed as write-in candidates for the April 3, 2007 election and those individuals whose names were on the ballot.  Deborah Hall, 

Michael Schreiber (inc) and David Stellpflug were elected as Village Trustees.

Motion was made by Whitmore, sec. by Schreiber, to open the meeting to citizens present:

No comments from the floor.

Whitmore explained the first item on the agenda, which was to consider adopting a Shoreland and Floodplain Protection Overlay District.  Since receiving the information from Bruce Kaniewski, Village Planner, Whitmore tabled the item in order to do more research as to the need for this type of overlay district.  In brief, for those areas within the Border Agreements that are not already in the Village and are within 1,000 ft. of navigable water or floodplains are subject to Waukesha County jurisdiction and rule, which includes joint public hearings with the municipality and County.  

In an up-date on the County Highway Sub-station, Whitmore and Heuer have not established questions they propose to submit to County representatives as yet; will report on the matter next month.

Regarding the progress on the Municipal Code, Samuels reported MCC (Municipal Code Corporation) would provide an electronic version of the code if the village agrees to pay half of the balance due and owing, which would be approx. $1,257.79.  The Ad-Hoc Committee met on this date and discussed the proposal.  The committee would like San Miguel to follow up with Diane Kyrus, contact person with MCC, for a written agreement that this is acceptable (the balance) and a deadline date for the village to have the electronic files and that they be editable.  

As this was not an action item on the agenda, the matter will be discussed and acted on at the May meeting.

The Water Trust will hold their annual meeting at the Village Hall on April 25, 2007 at 6:30 P.M.  In conjunction with the annual meeting, there will be a special meeting for the purpose of amending the Water Trust Agreement to allow the Prairie Village Water Trust system to be taken over – or – merged into a cooperative association duly organized under Chapter 185 of the Wisconsin Statutes.
Some question regarding the debt for infrastructure was expressed in a letter from Atty. Dunlap to Atty. Macy.  In response, Atty. Macy contacted the Village’s Financial Consultant, Dave Wagner, who indicated the debt is general obligation debt and is not tied to the infrastructure and also would not impede transferring the ownership to the “Trust”.  

An Ad-Hoc committee to review the use of professional staff was discussed.  The members would consist of someone from the Board, the Plan Commission, the business community and a resident.  Motion was made by Whitmore, sec. by Edler, to form this Ad-Hoc committee to review the use of professional staff and Samuels chair as a Board member.  Motion carried. 
Policies to dispose of Village owned property were reviewed by the Board; upon review of same, the draft submitted by Whitmore seemed the most advantageous and addressed  specifics, such as surplus village property and excludes lands and buildings.  In a statement from Whitmore, the subject of adopting a policy arose when the fire department sold two (2) chain saws and, at the direction of the Public Safety, Protective Services Committee, were bid in-house.

Motion was made by Edler, sec. by Samuels, to approve the policy for disposal of surplus Village of North Prairie property as proposed by Whitmore.  Discussion:  subject to review that it doesn’t oppose any state statutes.  Motion carried.

Two (2) versions of a policy covering damage to private roadside mailboxes from snowplowing activities, as drafted by San Miguel, were reviewed.  One version indicates the Village will not pay any costs to damage to the mailbox from snowplowing activities.  The other version included language that the Village shall reimburse the owner of any private roadside mailbox that is damaged, knocked down or in any other way incapacitated during the normal execution of snowplowing activities in the amount of $_______ or the actual amount needed to repair the mailbox, whichever is less.  Upon final review of the policies, Samuels made a motion to accept the Village of North Prairie policy covering damage to private roadside mailboxes from snow plowing activities as it relates to no reimbursement, sec. by Iding and carried.   It was suggested that this policy be part of the letter that is mailed with property taxes.  

Bldg. Inspector’s report filed for the record.

Applications for operator’s licenses for Daniel Cox and Evan Cook, were approved based on background checks and completion of the beverage server course, on motion from Edler, sec. by Samuels and carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

POLICE:  Filed for the record.  Capt. Tesch reported that certain village officials need to comply with the National Incident Management System (NIMS) in order to qualify for preparedness funding in 2008.  The village president, clerk and fire chief will be attending classes at the Town of Waukesha Fire Dept. on April 21st and 22nd.

The trustees can take specific courses on-line on the FEMA website.

FIRE:  Report filed for the record.  Chief Gray reported a contact person has to be appointed as Sprint/Nextel is encroaching on the 800 radio emergency system with their telephones; felt someone from the police department would be appropriate; Capt. Tesch accepted on behalf of the department.
MUNICIPAL COURT:  No report.

STREETS:  No report.
PARKS:  Installing fencing by the ball diamond in Broadlands Park was postponed due to the recent snowfall.  Samuels will let the Athletic Association know that soccer will be canceled this week-end due to the weather; notice will also be placed on the web-site.
COMMUNITY CENTER:  Schreiber announced that at a committee meeting earlier this date, bids were reviewed for the replacement of carpeting in certain areas of the village hall.   Three (3) bids were received ranging from $2,755.10 to $2,200.00.  Committee accepted the bid from Stu’s Flooring, Waukesha, in the amount of $2,200.00.

INSURANCE/CABLE TV:  No report.

SANITATION/RECYCLING:  No report, however, Edler mentioned as a ‘heads up’ that there is a senate bill being proposed which would increase the fee/ton on solid waste disposed at a landfill or other waste facility.  The current law imposes $3/ton fee, often called a tipping fee, on solid waste; this bill proposes increasing the fee to $10/ton on April 1, 2008.  This could significantly affect village costs with respect to the recycling/sanitation contract. 
LICENSING/FEE SCHEDULE:  Edler reminded everyone there has been no response
as to any changes in the current fee schedules; established a deadline for the July meeting.
PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Edler reported Judge Pieper would like to utilize the web-site as far as Municipal Court activities and the police department clerk will get specifics from the Clerk of Courts.  Some discussion as to eventually ‘moving’ the web-site from the police department to the village clerk’s office and utilize the assistant clerk; Whitmore will speak with Chief Tamez and Melissa Rabay. 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT:  Whitmore established a date of April 28, 2007 at 9:00 A.M., to review duties and other specifics of the job, with the newly elected trustees, which will include Lisa Iding, who was elected last year.  Clerk will register the two (2) new trustees at a workshop to be held in Madison on May 11th.

Whitmore gave a brief up-date regarding on-going meetings he has been attending to discuss the possible consolidation of area paramedic services; a report will be given the Corporation Council on April 30th.  

Has received word that the Marine Band will perform at the Harvest Festival in September.  

Samuels reminded those present there will be a general meeting at the hall on May 16th at 7:00 P.M. to review the project planned for June 9th to build a playground at Broadland’s Park and up-date the play area at Prairie Village Park.

Motion was made by Whitmore, sec. by Schreiber and carried, to re-open the meeting to citizens present: 

Doreen Salter voiced a complaint regarding debris blowing into her yard coming from the Plastics Recovery property across the street.  She was informed the Plan Commission has been talking with the manager of the property and are monitoring the situation which includes the possibility of installing a fence to trap the debris.

Finance Committee met earlier to review bills for payment.  Motion to pay all bills was made by Schreiber, sec. by Edler and carried.

Motion to adjourn, at 8:55 P.M., was made by Samuels, sec. by Whitmore and carried.

                                                                                  Respectfully Submitted,

                                                                                  Judith Beranek, Clerk   

